
Promise or 

pledge 

Details Status 

Levelling Up 

Fund 

£4.8 billion, worth an 

average of £1.2 billion a 

year over the next four 

years. This was seen as 

a replacement for the 

Local Growth Fund. 

Less than the fund it replaces - 

This is meant to replace the local 

growth fund, but represents a 

reduction from £2bn a year to 

£1.2bn a year. 

Community 

Ownership Fund 

£150 million to protect 

vital community assets 

by providing funding for 

communities to take 

ownership over them. 

In progress, but centrally 

controlled and competitive – 

there are eight bidding rounds in 

the next four years, and access 

to funding and advice may be 

available to help communities to 

develop viable proposals. 

The Towns Fund £3.6 billion to drive the 

economic regeneration 

of deprived towns. 

In progress, but centrally 

controlled and competitive -  the 

decision-making process has 

come under criticism for being 

politically motivated and opaque. 

UK Community 

Renewal Fund 

£220 million as a 

precursor to the Shared 

Prosperity Fund, to help 

the transition to the UK 

Shared Prosperity Fund 

ahead of its launch in 

2022. 

Delayed – there was a 3-month 

delay on announcing successful 

projects, the deadline for 

spending funds is now in June 

2022. 

Shared 

Prosperity Fund 

£2.6 billion over the next 

3 years to help people 

access new 

opportunities. Promises 

were made to match in 

full the EU structural 

fund programme, which 

the UK is no longer a 

recipient of. The UKSPF 

will rise to £1.5 billion a 

year by 2024 –25. 

Watered down and less than the 

EU structural funds it replaces – 

Shared Prosperity Fund only 

amounts to £1.5bn a year in 

2024-25 - before then it is 

significantly lower in 2022-23 

(£0.4bn) and 2023-24 (£0.7bn). 

It is set to deliver a 40 per cent 

shortfall over 2022-2025 

compared to EU structural 

funding. 

National Skills 

Fund 

£2.5 billion dedicated to 

provide matching 

In progress – fund is being rolled 

out over the next three years. 



funding for individuals 

and SMEs for high-

quality education and 

training. 

Net Zero 

Strategy 

Ten Point Plan and Net 

Zero Strategy mobilise 

£26bn of government 

capital investment in net 

zero transition. This 

investment could create 

hundreds of thousands 

of green jobs in the 

North. 

In progress but contradictory 

actions – strategy document 

outlined. Sector plans and 

cluster decarbonisation 

approach. Unclear how transport 

decarbonisation strategy will be 

implemented in light of broken 

promises around transport 

infrastructure.  

Freeports 

Programme 

Government aims for 

‘national hubs for global 

trade, creating hotbeds 

for innovation that will 

intensify the economic 

impact of our ports and 

generate increased 

economic activity’. 

In progress – the first freeport to 

become operational was 

Teesside Freeport in 2021. 

Civil Service 

relocations 

outside of 

London 

The government has 

pledged to shift 22,000 

civil service jobs out of 

London by the end of the 

decade – with a target 

for 25% of roles to be 

outside London by 2025. 

In progress – one ministerial HQ 

has opened in Wolverhampton 

while Treasury North is planning 

to co-locate around a quarter of 

Treasury staff with other 

departments’ staff on a new 

multi-department ‘economic 

campus’. 

The UK 

Infrastructure 

Bank 

Finance support to local 

authorities and private 

sector infrastructure 

projects to help meet UK 

government objectives 

on climate change and 

regional economic 

growth. This is expected 

to unlock £40 billion of 

infrastructure 

investment. 

In progress – the bank is open 

and headquartered in Leeds. It 

has started lending, for instance 

the Tees Valley Combined 

Authority received a £107 million 

loan. 



Investment in 

R&D 

Government is aiming to 

invest £22 billion by 

2026/27 more of which 

is aimed to be invested 

outside the Greater 

South East. 

Delayed – pushed back target 

date from 2024/25 to 2026/27. 

Government says the plan for 

rebalancing this investment 

regionally will be set out in the 

delayed Levelling Up White 

Paper. 

Nationwide 

gigabit 

broadband 

coverage by 

2025 

£5 billion to invest in 

rollout for nationwide 

access. 

Watered down – the pledge has 

gone from “nationwide gigabit 

broadband” to “a minimum of 85 

per cent by 2025”. 

 

Levelling up 

premium for 

teachers 

Teacher salaries to start 

at £30,000. 

Unclear – according to a report 

by the Public Accounts 

Committee, there is no timetable 

for meeting this commitment. 

Establishment of 

20 Institutes of 

Technology 

£120 million capital 

spending provided to 

successful FE providers 

who have bid to become 

Institutes of Technology, 

focusing on closing skills 

gaps in STEM areas. 

In progress – 12 providers were 

established and a further 9 were 

announced in December 2021. 

Delivering on 

longstanding 

pledges like HS2 

in full and 

Northern 

Powerhouse Rail 

“And today I am going 

to deliver on my 

commitment to that 

vision with a pledge to 

fund the Leeds to 

Manchester route” 

(Prime Minister’s July 

2019 speech at the 

Manchester Science and 

Industry Museum) 

Broken – the Eastern Leg of HS2 

has been scrapped under the 

Integrated Rail plan and NPR has 

been cancelled in favour of 

smaller new lines and an 

extension of the pre-existing 

Transpennine Route upgrade. 

 


